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helped to re-establish and renovate a form of fiction in which the
moderns have excelled.
The Edgeworths had come to Ireland towards the end of the Her father
sixteenth century, and established themselves a hundred years later
in County Longford at what was afterwards called Edgeworths-
town. Maria was the eldest daughter of a man of considerable
mark, Richard Lovell EdgewortK, and of Anna Maria Elers,
with whom he eloped whilst still an undergraduate at Oxford,
to the chagrin of his father, head of the family and owner of
Edgeworthstown. It was not a happy marriage 5 the pair had
very different tastes, and though there were several children the
husband spent most of his time away, finding distraction in social
amusements, travel at home and abroad, and experiments with
mechanical contrivances, some of which turned out profitable.
He went about for a while with Sir Francis Delaval, a notorious
rake of whose exploits there are anecdotes in Belinda. A more
reputable and more lasting friendship was with Thomas Day,
another enthusiast for rational education. Day, whose scheme of
bringing up two foundlings and marrying the one that proved
suitable now looked unpromising, was with him at Lichfield,
where Edgeworth had already been on a visit to Dr Erasmus
Darwin and seems to have tried to flirt with Miss Seward, the
famous " Swan." Both were attracted by a young lady, Miss
Honora Sneyd, who refused to entertain a proposal of marriage
from Day, but evidently treated his friend not quite with indiffer-
ence. For when Edgeworth came home from abroad on hearing
of the death of his wife, he received a letter from the magnanimous
Day urging him to go at once to Lichfield and pay his now
legitimate addresses to Honora. He did so, and hardly more than
three months after the loss of his wife was again a husband.
The half-dozen years of this second marriage were a period of'Hisappeal
unalloyed happiness, spent partly at Edgeworthstown, and partly toMtruts
in a less expensive residence at Northchurch, in Hertfordshire. sensg?{.rr~
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Honora was adored, not only by her little son and daughter,
but also by her stepchildren. Then she was carried off by con-
sumption, and again Richard had to find himself a wife. Maria
was now twelve years old, and received from her remarkable
father a truly remarkable letter, in which he praised, with obvious